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PREFACE. 

The author expresses his great satisfaction 
in bringing forward his very first attempt 
towards doing something calculated to encour¬ 
age the study of Pushtimarga, otherwise 
known the Vallabh Sampradaya of the great 
Hindoo religion. 

The necessity of such an introductory 
work was greatly felt by the Hindi knowing 
public. Till this work goes in press, there 
exists no book in Hindi literature which can 
give a clear but full view of this Pushtimar- 
geeya sampradaya. In the following pages an 
attempt has been made to make clear to every 
one this Sampradaya which has been misunde 
retood or misrepresented So long. 

the idea of writing such a history of Pu¬ 
shtimarga has been present in author’s mind for 
the last five years. But the initiation of the 
present venture ows its direct origin to the 
proposal made by the fam gftfa of the as&rW 

iik wm of the northern vellanateeya 

community. 

In the year 1925 A. D. the far sfoftr of the 
said jicrwt was organised and scholarships of 
different types were granted to encourage the 
spreading of learning among its community. 



The Sampradaik text "book which was 

lecommended by the Vidya samity for the 
students was sjsitfT part Second. But as the 
first pai t of the said book was, not available 
the Yellanateeya students experienced great 
difficulty and inconvenience in undei stand¬ 
ing the ideas of Pushtimaga which were being 
Supplied to them in the part Second of the 
said book 

The students'^humbly carried their comp¬ 
laints to the Hon secretary of the frstra- 

lilfcr and requested him to Supply them any 
other book for* reference, as it was quite 
difficult to understand the second part when 
on previous part has beenjread 

The friiwfticr considered” their claim to be 
lawful and showed lts^inclmation to supply 
therewith a complete text, dealing m with all 
the references about the Pushtimarga 

Consequently the Vidya samiti after gett¬ 
ing the permission from commun¬ 

icated the proposal of writing such a book to 

the author 

Although the author was fully conscious of 
the various difficulties attending such attempt 
.and at the same time he also knew fully well 
the greatness of the work and unability of his 
own for this undertaking. Really there stands a 



wide gulf between these two. Yet the prospect¬ 
ive pleasure of doing some little service to the 

rising generation of Vaishnavas overcame all 
fears which were at first deterring him from 
undertaking this responsibility. 

The author very willingly agreed to unde¬ 
rtake the responsibility and soon after the 
permission set to work. The author, after com¬ 
posing a rough scetch of the work, showed it 
to the Hon secretary of the fen Sffecf The sam- 
iti approved of the work with slight modificat¬ 
ions It must, however, be confessed that the. 
present work is really entirely different from- 
tis prototype and from the above scetch. 

The present work, no doubt, is far more 
voluminous and detailed then what it was 

originally intended to be, and in being based 
on an altogether different system of arrangem¬ 
ent, it promises to have come in altogether- 
new garments. - 

when the work was in progress the author 
had to meet great many obstacles. The family 
calamities fell on the author in succession His 
wife passed off. Just after .thirteen days of the 
sorrowful death his second son passed away. 

After another eight months cruel fate toob 
away his dearest son IJpendra ! 



The latest seperation was so much distress¬ 
ing that for many a days he did not touch 
the work. But consequently when the senses 
returned to their places, he summoned his 
courage once more, though the adverse cir- 
oumstances had done much to damp the 
author’s spirit. 

Consequently the press copy was prepared 
and was given to the manager of Nawakal 
press Just then the chhappan bhog mahamah- 
otsava of shri Dwarkadheesha of Bet Dwarka 
was performed and the author had to go there. 
It was arranged by the manager to send the 
proofs to the author at Dwarka But being 
there for so many days not a single page of 
the proofs was received. When the author 
returned to Bombay, he found the press copy 
lying idle in the desk of the manager ! After 
considerable repentance the copy was taken 
away back and was given m the news printing 
press of Gujarati from where the book is being 
printed. 

The aim in the preparation of this work 
has all along been to express accurately in 
1 simple language the various senses of all the 
departments of Pushtimarga. Care has been 
taken not to overload the readers with superfl* 
ous subject. This is sufficient to enhance the 
usefulness of the work without sacrificing to> 



any appreciable extent, the convenience of 
those who may have used this work. 

An introduction of Pushtimarga for non- 
Hindi readers is also attached herewith. 

The author can not conclude this preface 
without acknowledging his hearty thanks to his 
Mend mr J. R. shroff B. A. for kindly going 
through this preface and introouction, while 

a press—copy. He also acknowledges, with 
due respects, his hearty indebtedness to the 
Yidya samity of vellanateeya mahasabha for 
the trouble of examining the press copy. The 

help, from the works of the previous workers 
in this field, is taken with thanks 

The author shall be very grateful for any 
correction and suggestion that may be sent by 
his indulgent and honourable readers and 
critics, and will try to profit by them when the 
book reaches its second edition 

\ brajnath shastri, 

Annakoototsava ( ( THE ATJTHOE 1. 

1984 V. & ) u ' 





INTRODUCTION ♦ 



Stm DallabhacKarya. 

Shn Vallabhacharya, the founder of this 
Pushtimarga was born on the eleventh day of 
the dark half of Chaitra 1535 Samvat or m 
1479 A, D m Champaranya near Raichur He 
was a high caste Hindoo Brahmin of Vellana- 
teeya community which is renowned as yet a 
pious and wel-educated community of India 
His ancestors were m study of the Taittireeya 
Shakha of the black Yajurved His father’s 

name being Laxman Bhatt and Yallamagaru 
being his mother 

Like other Acharyas Vallabhacharya also 
did believe that he was specially sent here by 
Lord Shn Krishna to inaugurate and introduce 
the way in which the G-opees of Grocul had 

attained the srf?r or being one with Lord 
Shn Krishna 

However, one thing is certain that he tried 
his best to spread religious true ideas among 
the learned people and growing public of the 
age. From his very childhood he is said to 
have possessed the sharpest intellect and is 
said to have mastered the Vedas, the Upani- 
shads, Smruti, Pur ana, Itihasas and Darshanas 



at the age of Eleven only' It is said that 
even during his school life he used to show to 
his class fellows the weak points of other 
philosophic system 

At that time Shri Shankaracharya’s maya- 
vad was in its full progress and had become 
the mam object of talk in the learned circle. 
At this juncture when he was merely a boy 
Vallabh pushed himself forward m the learned 
circle and dared to show the defects of maya 
vada of Shri Shankaracharya and discussed 
with his learned friends if they pleaded for 
mayavada This habit of debate created in his 
mind an idea to supply a true and thorough 
knowledge about Brahman which was so mis 
understood by the learned Pandits 

Accordingly he studied very minutely all 
the Bhashyas of different Acharyas and came 
to the conclusion that not only Shri Shankara¬ 
charya but even Madbvacharya and Ramanu- 
j*acharya have done injustice to the author of 
Brahmasutras. He came to know that no one 
up to that time understood the author of the 
Brahmasutras He then propounded his 
Brahmavada in the learned society of Benares 
and showed that the only doctrine consistent 
with the Vedas, Upanishads and Geeta was 
the Brahmavada only. This Brahmavada was * 



altogether a new thing to the pandits and it's 
natural that they denied its superiority over 
mayavada. Vallabh was not a man to be- 
come quiet and though obstructed in many 
ways he began fearlessly to place his con¬ 
clusions in the form of Brahmavada before 
the learned society when ever he founds the 
opportunity to do so. 

After a complete and careful study in the 
Bhashyas Vallabh took to his mind to preach 
this Brahmavada first among the learned men 
of Benares. At that time Benares was the 
chief seat of learning and had become the 
citedal of the Sbankaras. So, he began to 
preach his Brahmavada here. But when his 
teaching was meanfully obstructed and even 
his life was threatened, he better thought it 
wise to leave kashi for a time being. 

Accordingly he left Kashi and stayed at 
Laxman Balaji in South. The chief object of 
coming to Laxman Balaji was to study the 
Bhakti shastras more closely as it was very 
difficult to get the literature pertaining to 
Bhakti Shastra elsewhere. There he devoted/ 
his time in examining the library of the 
temple, and studied more' closely Bhakti 
Shastra and all Schools of Astika and Nastika 
thinkers He also made himself more ao‘ 
quainted with Vaishnava and Shaiva Agams 
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at Laxman Balaji and found very distinctly 
that the only doctrine apartmg justice to the 
Sutralcara and based on Astika Darshana was 
his Brrahmavada 

In the mean lime he heard that a great 
religious meeting is called by Knshnadeva- 
raya, the poweiful monarch of Vijaynagaiam, 
to examine the merits and dements of the 
several other doctnnes and religious system of 
Hinduism The king himself was a great 
Scholar and when the supenority of mayavada 
was preached before him he wished it would 
be better if this matter be decided in the Court 
of the learned pandits and Acharyas of India 

Consequently the great religious conferen¬ 
ce wes organised. The great learned pandits 
and Acharyas of the country were invited. 

Considering this to be the most suitable oppor¬ 
tunity to preach his Brahmavada, he made his 
way to Vijaynagaram The session seems to 
have been gomg on when Vallabbacharya 
entered the session room It seems that the 
Shankara learned pandits were on the eve of 
winning the Sabha when Vallabhacharya 
made his appearance there When he was 
asked to speak something he very humbly 
but firmly asked, on what subject the discus¬ 
sion was going on. 
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When the necessary information was given, 
and when the Shankara view was explained 
he boldly denied to accept the Shankara doc¬ 
trines It seems that a very warm debate 
between the Shankaras and Vallabhacharya 

then took place The Shankar Pandits wanted 
to defeat this new comer m the very first blow 
and asked Vallabhacharya what proof would 
he give for the Brahman being not * 

To this Vallabh Dixit replied in a very 
expressive mood, throwing all the doctrines 
and arguments of mayavada in back ground 
He most successfully exploded Shankaracha- 
rya’s doctrine of mayaand also pointed out the' 
defects of Ramanuja’s, Madhva’s and Nimbar- 
ka doctrines, and proved to the hilt the 
superiority of his Brahmavada or the doc¬ 
trine of Shuddha Advaita or the Adaita pure,' 
which has its bases in the Vedas along with 
the Upamshads, the Gita, the Brahmasutras 1 
and Bhagwat. 

He baffled all the learned pandits and 
Acharyas by putting before them his Brahma¬ 
vada, which was new to them, by powerful argu¬ 
ments. He strongly and firmly pleaded for the 
Advaita pura and denied the mterferance of 
Kevaladwaita or Vishishtadwaita whatsoever, 
it seems that no one dared to speak before 1 
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him or against his powerful doctrine. Every 
mouth was full with the word of admiration. 
This made a very great impression, particular¬ 
ly on king Krishadevaraya and generally on 
all Pandits and Acharyas They all unanim¬ 
ously announced Victory of Shn Vallabha- 
charya The Victory of Shn Vallabhacharya 
was grand. All accepted the superiority of 
Shn Vallabhacharya 

In consequence of this session, the king 
performed a kanaka-bhishek ceremony of res¬ 
pect, with hundred mounds of Gold and con¬ 
formed the title of mahaprabhoo or the great 
lord on Vallabhacharya. 


The disinterestedness of mahaprabhu was 
so great that he did not accept any gold from 
this He distributed the same among Brah¬ 
mins, and showed his wish to commence his 


travels This act of his, again put the king 
and others to the warm admiration for him. 

The king along with Vyasteertha approached 
Vallabhacharya and presented him with a 


good many valuables. From these presents he 
is said to have prepared one gold mekhala set 
with diamonds and rubies and presented the 


same to God Shn Vithalnathji there. Vyas 
teertha was so much impressed that he actu¬ 
ally requested Vallabhacharys to become the 
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head priest of his matha after him. But 
Vallabhacharya could not accept this offer and 
commenced his travels. 

When this great event of Kanakabhishek 
or the grand victory, happened the Sampra- 
daik Gatha or belief says that the age of 
Shrimad Vallabhacharya at that time was 
only of fourteen. But by the historical facts 
now evailable, we learn that the age of Shri 
Vallabhacharya was of 30th at that time. 


He then proceeded to his pilgrimage to the 
south and had many controversies with diffe¬ 
rent scholars of Ramanuja, Madhva and Nim- 
barka Sampradaya. Thrice on foot he visited 
all the important seats of learning from cape- 
comorine to the Himalayas and from Dwarka 
to Jagannatha and preached freely his Brah- 
mavada. 


According to sampradaik belief it is said 
that while on tour shri mahaprabhu happened 
to see shri vedavyas the author of Brahma- 
sutra, at 



Vallabhachary a 

asked vedavyas why he (vedavyasa) had 
arranged the sutras in such a way that their- 
maning might be taken to mayavada? He 
also showed his meaning andBhashya of veda- 
vyaseeya sutras and explained the doctrines 
of Brahmavada to him. Sari Vallabhacharya 
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also narrated a part of subodhini—>A thought 
ful commentary upon Bhagwata before vedav- 
yasa Vedavyas was very much pleased by 
his works and asked vallabha to make <i wide 
spread of bis learning g in ? 

Sliri Vallabhacharya also met shn kushna 
chaitanya of Bengal otherwise known as 
Gourang mahaprabhu of Nadia But theieis 
no truth in the rumour that vallabhacharya 
was father in law of Shn Krishana chaitanya 

When Shri Vallabhacharya again returned 
to Kashi, after his Kanakabhishek at Vijay- 
nagaram, he seems to have met with warm 
opposition from mayavadi pandits of Benares. 
In order to make them all silent for ever,Valla¬ 
bhacharya issued a pamphlet in mixed verse 
and prose (patravalambanam) and pasted the 
same to the doors of Kashi Vishwanath and 
challenged all pandits of Kashi to refute it. 
It seems that pandits of Benares could not 
stand against the powerful arguments of 
Vallabhacharya and meanfully theatened 
vallachacharya Consequently vallabhacharya 
left Kashi again and moved to Adel near 
Allahabad, where he spent most of his later 
portion of life in fini shing the works which 
were begun by him during his travels 

, It seems that vallabhacharya’s career was 
not overlooked by non-Hindoos also, of that 
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time Shah Sikandar Ladi was the ruler of 

Delhi at that time and was known as a blind 

follower of mahomedamsm throughout of 

'India. He tried his best to spread pan Islam- 

ism throughout India and applied every 
material to spread Islamism m India g 5 . 

When Sikandar Lodi heard of vallabha- 
charyas great achievements he wished to see 
this extraordinary prophet personally. Accord¬ 
ingly it is said that Sikandar Lodi with some 
of his officers privately went to see Shri 

Mahaprabhu and immediately on seeing Shri 

Mahaprabhu he was so much impressed that 

he bowed his crowny head at the feet of Shri 
Mahaprabhu g *n. 

After his return to Delhi he ordered Hona- 
har, the best artist of his personal staff to go 
to Adel and have a coloured pamt of Shri 
Mahaprabhu. The order was executed promp¬ 
tly and a nice picture of Shri Mahaprabhu was 
ready by the mehomedan artist 

Till a very long period the picture was re¬ 
served m the royal palaces of mehomedans and 
the same was given in present by the great 

c mugal emperor shahjahan to the ruling chief 
of Knshnagrah, Maharaja Roopsinsji, as a 
.great victory over Afghanistan by him 

_From that time the original picture of 
Mahaprabhu is possessed and worshiped by 
the kings of Krishagarh. 
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It seems that mahaprabhu had marnd 
when he completed his task of sprading 
Bhagwat dharm or Pushtimarga over India. 
His wife’s name was mahalaxmi By her, 
mahaprabhu had two sons:-Gopmath and Vith- 
aleshwara. All the present maharajas are 
direct agnate descendants of Vithalesbwara. 

It seems that most of his thoughtful works 
were written aftr he had married. Hs made 
his permenant residence at Adel and served 
lord Shri Krishna wholeheartedly. The whole 
life of shri mahaprabhu was ideal, without any 
pomp or show he used to pass his life and was 
busy with writing, when he got time after the 
service of lord Krishna. 

According to sampradaik gathas it is said 
that while shri mahaprabhu was m his travels 
he received a special Summon from God shri 
Nathji in Jhad khanda and immediately after 
the call he left for Yraja. There he set up the 
shrine of shri Nathji on the holy hill of Gover 
dhana near muttra. 3 ft. 

During his stay in Vraja, on the mid night 

of 11 th day of the bright half of shravana, 
Vallabhacharga says, he had holy communion 
with lord shri Krishna who commanded him 
to initiate Jivas in his service. The same is 
known as Brahmasambandha. 
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At the age of 52 he left his home for ever 
and 30 ined the Bhaktimargiya Sanyasa. He 
came for the last time to Benares. The atmos¬ 
phere of the city had become very calm and 
favourable for him. Many lerned people came 
to him and bowed their head V allabh himself 
was now calm. He observed a vow of silence 
and applied his mind to his lord. During his 
iTRlor or vow of silence his son Vithaleshwara 
with some of his followers came to him and 
wished to have last mstruction form Mahapr- 
abhu On a piece of paper mahapraboo wrote 
for last three and a half verses of instruction 
which are kuown as ftrcjr or the instru¬ 

ction of three and a half verses. 

Then after a very short time Vallabhacha- 
rya left the world keeping behmd him his 
most glorious fame. His life was full of devotion 
toward God and pity toward mankind. He 
preached what was solely truth and leading 
toward God He left the world at the age of 52. 
When he released his body consisting of five 
elements it is said that he made his direct 
way to heavens The scene of that time 
descriled by Dr. Wilson is as follows. 

“ Having accomplished his mission he is 
said to have entered the ganges at Hanumang- 
hat when stooping m to the water he disappe¬ 
ared and a brilliant flame arose from the spot 

2 



18 


and in the presence of a host of spectators he 
ascended to heaven and was lost in the firma¬ 
ment ” 

His whole life was based on^rmi or Ascetism 
He kept himself free from all wordly pleasunes. 
In all his works he insists on and mm or 
abandoning. He himself remamed an ascetic 
and instructed the followers to follow him. 

Vallabhacharya's Teachings. 

The mam teaching of shri Vallabhacharya 
was Pushtimarga. This book mainly deals with 
the subject of Pushtimarga which is beeing 
adopted by the Vallabh Yaishnavas 

Pushtimarga means the blessed was of 
obtaining salvation, in our words ( *fl3**T) 

or being one with lord krishna through wor¬ 
ship and obedience of lord shri krishna It is 
better known as or the way of the 

grace of Almighty lord shri Krishna It never 
means the nourishment of the physical body 
as some people ignorantly take it to be Shri 
Vallabhacharya clearly defines Pushti as thus 

The mukti or the salvotian is attained by 
5TH or knowledge and or devotion towards 
God, accordmg to the ways showen by the 
Hindu shastra. The attainment of mukti by 
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these ways, prescribed by the shastras is 
called or getting salvation through mary- 
ada or by means shown by the shastras. But 

for those who can not adopt these ways and for 
those who merely depend upon the grace of 
God, the attainment of salvation is adopted by 
them by the virtue of Lord shri Krishna’s own 
power which is called *3 and the same is 
called Pushtimarga. 

Shri Yallabhacharya is of openion that the 
Bhakti preached by the Madhvacharya is 
Rajas, by Ramanujas satvik and by Yishnoo- 
swami, Tamas. The or the devotion preach¬ 
ed by him (Shri Vallabhacharya) is Nirguna. 
It means that an unflinching and most endur 
mg love is to be shown towards Lord Shri 
Krishna Surpassing all, whether it may be 
pertaining to this world or to the heavens, the 
love towords Lord must be maintained in 

every possible ways This is the mam r doctrine 
of our Pushtimarga. It is based on the know¬ 
ledge of the greatness of Shri Krishna. Shri 
Yallabhacharya ensures that m this kali age 
the salvation can only be secured by devotion 
towards God and by no other means 

As the powerful flow of the ganges makes 
its way through rocky mountains and thicky 
bushies, the devotion towards Lord Krishna 



should be the same. This love should not be 
interrupted by obstacle whether it may be 
Laukik or Vaidik. 

Shri Vallabhacharya’s Pushtimarga is 
generally known as gsitff or the pure advaita 
The same is known as siptr. 

According to the views of Yallabhacharya 
Shri Krishna is tow or the mam God Brahma, 
Vishnoo and Shiva are the three manifestation 
of TOW or the main God The three Gunas, 
Satva, Rajas and Tamas are the three powers 
of maya These three gunas have more or 
less influence over Brahma, Yishnoo or Shiva 
but they have none over tow or Lord Shri 
Krishna He is therefore called fagot or having 
no influence of Satva, Rajas or Tamas gunas. 
So the only protection of Lord Shri Krishna is 
saught here and no worship of Shiva ar Shakti 
is allowed It never means by this that the 
other dieties use degraded or dishonoured. 
The main idea is to take the protection of one 
and one God only 

The thing which is to be marked, is this 
that Yallabhacharya never taught any thing 
which was altogether a new one His teach¬ 
ings were from Yedas, Sutras, Gita and Bhag- 
wata He only tried to open and make clear 
the real truth which was misunderstood or 
hidden for so long a time 
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Doctrines of Vallabhacharya. 

According to Vallabhacharya’s principles 
Brahman has a form which is faultless and 
replete with all virtues It is self dependent 
and is devoid of material body It has endless 
forms It is invariable and yet variable. It is 
a substratum of all opposite characteristics 
and is not accessible to reason. The greatest 
soul (Lord Shn Krishna) is termed in the 
vedas as Brahman, in Upnishads Paramatman 
and the same in Bhagwatgita, Bhagwana It is 
Satchidananda It is all pervading and immu¬ 
table It is omnipotent and self dependant. 

All this which is seen here is surely Atma. 
The Almighty lord, creats and is created The 
soul of the world protects and is protected. 
The soul is destroyes and is destroyed, 

Vallabhacharya has accepted Paramatman 
as Lord Krishna on the authority of this 
Shloke.— 

i . e. The word Krtsh denots power and the syll¬ 
able Na denotes bliss The combination of 
these two is called or the great Lord 

The Jagat or the world. 

According to Shn Vallabhacharya this 
Jagat or the world is the creation of Brahman. 
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In the commencement there existed only 
Paramatman. He created the world for his 
play Consequently in order to create the 
world he desired and himself became many. 
Accordingly millions of atoms flowed out of its 
body which consisted of Sat, Chit and Ananda, 
like sparks from fire. The atoms that flowed 
from sat or existence became matter, those 
that flowed from Chit became Jiva and those 
that flowed from Anand became Antaryamius. 

As all these atoms have emanated from the 
original Parabrahma they can not be unreal. 
The world therefore is neither illusory nor 
false 

The Jiva or the Living beeing. 

Jiva is the Ansha or the fragment of Parab- 
rhman. As the sparks of the fire arq not Sepa¬ 
rate from their original the fire, the Jiva also 
is not different or separate from Brahman. 

Two powers of Parabrahman. 

There are two great powers of Parabrah¬ 
man viz Avirbhava or evolution and Tirobhaya 
or mvolution The world comes m to existence 
when the power Avirbhava of Parabrahman 
works and when Tirobhava power 1 becomes 
active there remains God only. 



Brahmasam bana ha. 

In Sampradaya, there are two rites gener¬ 
ally performrd iz and The 

first gives recognition as a Vaishnava and the 
second makes one Adhikari in the Seva marga. 
The first initiation is given by a descendant of 
Vallabhacharya by repeatation of the formula 

to in the ears of the child and then 
putting the Tulsi Kanthi on his neck. The per¬ 
formance of the second initiation is also per¬ 
formed through a descendant of Vallabha¬ 
charya In both the initiations, age is not 

to be considered. The second rite is Brahma- 
sambandha 

Biahmasambandha means the initiation 
ceremony of Pustimarga. Without this initia¬ 
tion, no one can become the Adhikarin or 
has right of seva or service of Lord Kri¬ 
shna m Pustimarga. This initiation con¬ 
sists of two parts. One is the formula to 
be repeated by the initiate before the diety 
Lord Krishna by holding tulsi leaves in 
hands and afterwards placing the same at 
the feet of the diety through Acharya. The 
other part is the effect of the same, on the 
devotee, by which he becomes the Adhikarin 

in the sevamarga of Lord Shri Krishna. 

The expression Brahmasambandha means re- 
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lation ship with Brahman. The first step which 
an initiate is to take is to realize the relation 
that ever exists between God and man At the 
time of this initiation ceremony the initiate is 
required to utter the formula which means a 

complete self 1 enunciation or self dedication 
to God Loid Shu Krishna 

The foimula of Brahmasambandha is based 
upon the vedas, suti as and Gita The relation 
ship between god and man is fully explained 
in oui shastias The Jivaor the livmg beemg 
is Ansha of Paiabrahman or God When he be¬ 
comes seperate from his AnshmLord Kushna 
and comes to the world he forgets his relation¬ 
ship, owing to a strong atteck of five wordly 
faults Shn Vallabhacharya says that a Jiva 
can only become free and pure when he takes 
Brahmasambandha 

In the Brahmasambandha formula the 
position of Jiva is explained The initiate 
after taking the Tulsi leaves m his hands be¬ 
fore diety utteis the mantra which means— 
“Oh Lord Shri Krishna, I’m yours, I'm your 
servant I’m separated from you thousands of 
years before and am suffering the pangs of 
separation My pleasure has gone away as I 
have become seperated from you Oh Lord 
Krishna, I hereby offer and dedicate my life 
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along with my conscience and their duties to 
you I herewith, O Lord, dedicate my wife, 
my children, my wealth, my home and every 
thing pertaining to myself to you.” 

It is to be remembered that this dedication 
is to be made to Lord Shn Krishna and not to 
any human being including Acharya or guru. 
This is also called Atmanivedana or self surren¬ 
der This self surrender is to be remembered 
always and should be realized every now 
and then. 

Shn Yallabhacharya says that the Brahma- 
sambandha mantra was specially communicat¬ 
ed to him by Lord Krishna himself on the 
mid night of the 11th day of the bright half of 
shravana the Hindu month 

When the initiation is taken, the initiate 
should not accept any thing in his personal 
use, exept offeriog the same first to Lord Shri 
Krishna. 

Accordingly, when he is married and his 

wife comes, he should lead her to god Krishna 
and kneeling down should request the Lord 

that a new servant- for his seva, or service 
is secured and is being admitted m the servant 
staff Thus she is offered or dedicated to Lord 
Shri Krishna. 



26 


It is a monstrous michief to substitute the 

word Acharya m place of Shxi Krishna the 
great Lord. 



Shn Vallabhacharya is of openion that in 

this kali aga no yagnya will have its effect, as 
directed by the shastras. The vaidik yagnyaB 
may successfully be performed only when 
Desha (the place) kala (the time) Dravya (The 
material) mantra (the formula) karta (the per¬ 
former) and karma (the action) are pure All 
this is impossible in this kali aga So the 
chief way of obtaining God or salvation is 

Bhakti or devotion towards God and nothing 
else. In Bhakti. Seva or service of Lord 


Krishna is necessary The seva has its nine 
characteristics and is devided m to three parts. 
Nine characteristics of Bhakti are-shravanam 


or the hearing of the glori of Shn Krishna, 
keertanam or the singing the glori of Krishna, 
Smaranam or remembering the glori of Shri 


Krishna, padasevanam or worshipping Lord 


Shn Krishna’s feet, Archanam or worship of 


Shri Krishna, Vandanam or paying homage 
to Shn Krishna, Dasyam or being a servant 
of Shri Krishna, Sakhyam or being friend with 
Shn Krishna and Atmanivedanam or the self 
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surrender to Lord Shri Krishna. These nine 
chare cteristics are adopted step by step. 

Seva means wgrossment of mind m Shri 
Krishna. The seva is devided in to three 
parts. Tanuja or the service done by one’s 
body, Vittaja or the service performed by one’s 
wealth and Manasi or the service attended- 
by one’s mind. Of these three, the service 
adopted by one’s mind is considered the best. 

The first step of Bhakti begines with shra- 
vanam or the bearing of merits of God The 
second step is keertanam or the singing the 
glory of God and so on. 

The epithets of God should be uttered with 
knowledge of God and with pure feelings. Just 
as a heap of rubbish is carried away by flood 
similarly the sins are destroyed by hearing and 
singing the glory of God, lord Shri Krishna. 

The works of Vallabhacharya. 

It seems that good many wprks compiled by 
Shri Vallabhacharya are not available. They 
are either destroyed or are lying hidden elsew- 
here as yet. Among the books now available 
Anubhashya stands first. One who is interest- 
ed in Hindoo shastras and Hindoo philosophy 
and is a reliable criti c, finds this Anubhashya 
to be the soundest commentary on the Brah- 
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masutras of Vedavyas. Up till now, not a 
single Acharya exept Vallabhachsrya has 
become successful to show clearly the true 
meaning <*f the author of Brahmasutra 

His second valuable work is Tatwadeep 
Nibandh wlitch contains three chapters -Shastr- 
arth prakarana, Bhagwataith prakaiana and 
Sarwa Nirnaya prakarana The shastrartha 
prakarana is the finest exposition of shrimad 
Bhagwat gita Sarva Nirnaya deals with all 
the principle schools of philosophy The third 
Bhagwatarth consists of a lucid explaination 
of the meaning of shrimad Bhagwata 

Besides these, his commentary on shrimad 
Bhagwata is known as subodhim The whole 
commentary is not available This also is one 
of his many prominent works It stands as a 
very masterly and cuticle wark The meanins 
of the author of Bhagwata is fully and masterly 
explained It conclusively proves that Bhagw¬ 
ata is nothing but a systematic exposition of 
the science of most enduring love towards God 
Shn Krishna 

In small works shodashgrantha are wel- 
renowned It’s a collection of sixteen small 
woxks which explain the idea of his views 

Vallabhachrya is said to have written 
some eightyfour volumes, but only a few of 



29 


his works are available now. The remaining 
works are either destroyed or are taken away. 
The author hopes that the enthusiastic vaishn- 
avas will try to find out the remaining woks- 
and will put the same before the the slandering 
party in order to make them silent for ever. 

During his stay in the north of India, 
Vallabhacharya came into contact with kesh- 


ava kashminn, the famous Nimbarka scholar. 


Keshava kashmirm presented his pupil Madh- 


ava Bhatt kashmirin to Yallabhacharya in 
Dakshma of Bhagwat katha shravana Madha- 


va Bhatt became his devout disciple and acted 
as the scribe of Yallabhacharya. With him 
Yallabhacharya composed his numerous works 
During that interval Yallabhacharya wrote 
Purvamimansa Bhashya, Brahma sutra Bhas- 
hya and sukshma Tika Only a fragment of his 
purva mimansa Bhashya in available now, 
while sukshma Tika is almost lost. 


Attitude of sampradaya. 

As regards morality, Vallabhacharya and 
his descendants remain very cautious and 
strict No descendant of Vallabhacharya has 
ever claimed himself to be Acharya The>am- 

pradaya recognises Vallabhacharya alone as 
Acharya When this is the position how would 
it be possible that maharajas recognise thems- 



elves as shn Krishna 1 Vallabhacharya himself 
says that he is merely a servant of lord shri 
Krishna It’s another thing that maharajas are 
looked upon as objects of deep veneration like 
Krishna We see, m this, nothing wrong. The 
vedic injunction 555 to ^ lays 

down the correct principle, that one who has 
sift; towards the teacher as he has towards God, 
to such a great soul these teachings become 
visible To entertain the same towards 
as thay do towards God is necessary for the ri¬ 
ght understanding of his teachings In Pushtim- 
arga Vallabhacharya is 35 and the descendants 
are 355H. 

This Pushtimarga lays down the principle that 
whatever country you belong to, to whatever 
community, whatever be your surroundings, 
you can approach God through this path of 
service based on love. We do find here that even 
mahomedans like Pathan Alikhan, Raskhan 
and Tajbibi or even some members of the unt¬ 
ouchable classes could approach God by this 
path Followers of this path can observe their 
Varnashrama dharma which has reference to 
the body, but this prema marga entirely refers 
to the soul In this Bhaktimarga every one has 

or right. This seva marga was proclaim¬ 
ed by Vallabhacharya. The highest divinity is 
not merely creator, destroyer sustamer etc, 



but lie is the object of the most fervent warmth 
of ifr Blessed were those who realised and 
enjoyed this love m the purest divinity To 
follow this path of love is to walk on the edge 
of the sword. Those who are unable to follow 
this, should dedicate every thing to lord shri 
Krishna. All can not be expected to reach this 
highest standard Only those who are comple¬ 
tely in Lord, can realise the highest beauty 
of this ideal. Up to this time only wijmis have 
become able to realise this highest ideal of this 
most enduring love towarbs lord shri Krishna. 
Hence women of vraja are Considered greater 

than scnf^rs, greater than ^ros, greater than sft^s 

and even greater than or 

like vasishtha 

Yallabhacharya preached this Bhakti mar- 
ga aftera considerable deliberation, fully kn¬ 
owing that in this kali age every material has 
become impure, he found out a path by which 
all can approach God. His teachings are pure 
simple and entirely leadmg towards God, Lord 
shri Krishna. 

With feelings of joy, the author offers this 
fruit of his labour of love to the lovers and 
devotees of VaiBhnavism. 

BRAJNATH SHASTRI, 

( THE AUTHOR ). 


Tara man dir, 

Bombay (India) 
AnnaboototBava 
1984 Y S 
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